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Other Gods
Abstract
In lieu of an abstract, below is the essay's first paragraph.
"Siddarta G, he might have sat underneath his bodhi tree, With the thoughts running in and out of his head.
And then he said; “I think what the world needs is a good teacher, a good preacher,” “someone who could lay it
all down for them.” And then he thought; “Why not me? I could be that man as well as anybody else could Be!
Why not me? I’ll go and show them what they need to set them all free.” Because it’s about time that we saw,
The human spirit is powerful."
This living with other gods is available in Verbum: http://fisherpub.sjfc.edu/verbum/vol3/iss1/6
“Living With Other Gods” Contest 
April 
2005 
Honorable mention winners 
First Prize Winners 
Jeffrey Goff and Brad Frith 
Third prize winner 
Other Gods 
By Carl Dates 
Siddarta G, he might have sat underneath his bodhi tree, 
With the thoughts running in and out of his head. 
And then he said; “I think what the world needs is a good teacher, a good preacher,” 
“someone who could lay it all down for them.” 
And then he thought; “Why not me? I could be that man as well as anybody else could 
Be! Why not me? I’ll go and show them what they need to set them all free.” 
Because it’s about time that we saw, 
The human spirit is powerful. 
There’s a god inside of me; 
As strong as any god inside of you could be. 
With all the people that you meet; 
We’re living with other gods everyday that we breathe. 
Confucius said, “I’m living in this world but I wish I was dead,” 
“because society ain’t what it used to be to me.” 
“I wish I could show them the way to go and the way to flow,” 
“but who could tell them what to be or how to see?” 
And then he thought; “Why not me? I could be that man as well as anybody else could 
Be! Why not me? I’ll go and show them what they need to set them all free.” 
Because don’t you know it’s time we saw, 
The human spirit is powerful. 
There’s a god inside of me; 
As strong as any god inside of you could be. 
With all the people that you meet; 
We’re living with other gods everyday that we breathe. 
I’m not talking about religion, or the things that we believe, 
Or the things we teach or the things we see now. 
I’m talking about the human spirit inside you and me, 
And it’s begging to be free now. 
Don’t ever underestimate 
What you could do for, what you could do for, 
All the people, all the people, 
Living in this world. 
And so you came to town and you saw the world spinning around, 
A little off the way it’s meant to be. 
The you said, “The people need someone or something,” 
“to pick the up from the dust and put them on their feet.” 
“Why not me? I could be that thing as well as anybody else could be.” 
And then I say, “Why not me? I could show them what they need to set them all free.” 
Because it’s about time we saw, 
The human spirit is powerful. 
There’s a god inside of me; 
As strong as any god inside of you could be. 
With all the people that you meet; 
We’re living with other gods everyday that we breathe. 
